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DATE : 3 January 2007 
 
 

AVECIA PRESIDENT NAMED AS GOVERNMENT SECTOR ADVISORY 

GROUP CHAIR 

 

Dr Kevin Cox, president of Avecia Biologics, one of the UK’s leading biotech companies, has 

been appointed as chair of UK Trade & Investment’s Biotechnology and Pharmaceuticals 

Sector Advisory Group. 

 

UK Trade & Investment is the government organisation dedicated to helping UK businesses to 

export and grow overseas and encourage inward investment into the UK. Dr Cox’s appointment 

is a sign of the importance of the advanced bio and pharma sectors.  

 

The UK leads Europe in the industrial exploitation of biotechnology and companies in the sector 

account for almost three-quarters of Europe’s publicly quoted biotechnology companies. 

 

In the last year, Avecia has expanded its workforce in the North East to 500 with the 

employment of 50 new staff at its Tees Valley operation in Billingham. 

 

Avecia works with companies in the US, Europe and Japan to develop biopharmaceutical 

manufacturing processes to treat diseases such as cancer, Hepatitis C, and blood disorders. 

 

Dr Cox said: “Helping companies to market advanced products abroad is vitally important, 

particularly for high technology SMEs. The UK is second only to the US in the strength and 

depth of capabilities in biotech and pharmaceuticals, and we can boast an extensive 

development infrastructure to aid companies wishing to invest in the UK. Biopharmaceutical 

development accounts for thousands of jobs and, while still a relatively small industry, it is 

growing at a very high rate.” 

 



He added: “The Government’s focus on this aspect of Britain’s capability is vitally important and 

it is a privilege to be asked to lead this important UK Trade & Investment sector group.” 

 

ENDS 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

• Avecia is a privately owned biotechnology company with recognised leading positions in 
biopharmaceutical process development and manufacturing, bio-defence vaccines and 
the manufacture of oligomedicines. The company’s Tees Valley, UK site has been 
developing processes and making protein-based biologics to cGMP since 1998. 
Products currently being worked on include medicines targeted at forms of cancer, heart 
conditions, stroke, growth and blood disorders 

 
• UK Trade & Investment is the lead government organisation that provides support for 

UK companies looking to develop international business.  It also provides support for UK 
overseas companies wishing to invest in the UK.  UK Trade & Investment has a wide 
range of services, backed-up by a network of trade advisors worldwide who can provide 
market intelligence, advice on regulations, sales leads, and financial and practical 
support. www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk. For latest press releases from UK Trade & 
Investment register on our on-line newsroom www.newsroom.uktradeinvest.gov.uk. For 
further information on UK Trade & Investment please contact James Thomson on 0207 
215 8483 

 
 
 

 
 
For further information contact: 
 
 Bridget Hall     Paul White 
 Communications Manager   Recognition PR 
 Tel : +44 (0)1642 367320   Tel : +44 (0)1325 363436 
 Mobile : +44 (0)7796 938929   Fax : +44 (0)01325 353471   

Fax : +44 (0)1642 364463   E-mail : paul.white@recognitionpr.co.uk 
 E-mail : bridget.hall@avecia.com    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


